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Fla. suspect ‘broken’ 

Man faces 17 counts of murder after deadliest school 
shooting since Sandy Hook massacre, Page 4A 
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NAEC flips switch on new 
Clarkridge Substation 



Jason Strong, manager of engineering for the North Arkansas Electric Cooperative, explains how the control 
panel of the co-op’s Clarkridge Substation operates Wednesday afternoon. The Clarkridge Substation, the 
28th substation site for the co-op, was brought online Wednesday, scott liles/the Baxter bulletin 


Scott Liles Baxter Bulletin | USA TODAY NETWORK 

CLARKRIDGE — The North Arkansas Electric Co¬ 
operative powered up its newest electrical substation 
here Wednesday afternoon. 

Cooperative CEO Mel Coleman flipped the switch to 
energize the Clarkridge Substation at 1:20 p.m. 
Wednesday, bringing to life the familiar electrical hum 
associated with power substations. 

The substation and an accompanying eight-mile - 
long transmission line cost NAEC $5 million to build 
and will help serve 700 members in northern Arkan¬ 
sas. 

The Clarkridge Substation will add needed capacity 
to NAEC’s system, alleviate some loading issues in the 


area and provide room for expected growth, a press 
release from the co-op states. 

“We built the line to be bigger than what we need for 
this area,” said Jason Strong, NAEC’s manager of engi¬ 
neering. “We have built-in room to grow in this area.” 

The Clarkridge Substation’s transmission line con¬ 
nects to the co-op’s Midway and Three Brothers sub¬ 
stations. Long-term plans call for a northern trans¬ 
mission loop connecting the Midway, Three Brothers, 
Clarkridge, Gamaliel and Henderson substations. 

“You are talking more than 20 years out on that loop 
being completed,” Strong said. “But the plans are 
there.” 

See SUBSTATION, Page 5A 


Man gets 
5 years for 
honey bun 
beat down 

Assault, stolen snacks 
give inmate more time 

Josh Dooley Baxter Bulletin 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

Some things are considered sa¬ 
cred. For instance, popular wis¬ 
dom suggests it’s unwise to harm a 
man’s mother, wife or daughter. 

In Baxter County Circuit Court 
on Thursday, Judge John Putman 
added an item to the list of the sa¬ 
cred, honey buns. 

Mountain Home resident An¬ 
drew Morris learned how sacred 
honey buns and ramen noodles 
are after he was sen¬ 
tenced to five years 
in prison for stealing 
six honey buns and 
four packages of ra¬ 
men noodles from 
another inmate. 

Morris, 25, was al¬ 
ready in prison serv¬ 
ing a five-year-sen¬ 
tence for possession of meth when 
he appeared in court Thursday and 
got five more years for the theft of 
the snack foods. 

Morris was awaiting trial on one 
of his four other meth possession 
charges when he beat another 
prisoner, 43-year-old Gassville 
resident Steven Scott Staton, and 
robbed the man of six honey buns 
and four packages of ramen-style 
noodles. 

In the process, Morris and other 
prisoners who stole other items 
from Staton broke the man’s nose, 
fractured his nasal passage and 
caused damage to the man’s eyes. 

During the course of the day 
when the thefts occurred, at least 
one other inmate made a threat to¬ 
ward Staton, according to an inci¬ 
dent report. 

Putman led Morris through the 
plea process and after Morris ad¬ 
mitted he committed theft of prop¬ 
erty and impairing the operations 
of a vital facility, Putman delivered 
the line about the importance of 
honey buns. 

See BUN, Page 5A 
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ASU-MH hosting seminar to educate public about finances 


Billy Jean Louis Baxter Bulletin 
USA TODAY NETWORK 

Arkansas State University-Mountain 
Home is making sure Twin Lakes Area 
residents understand their finances, so 
they can make better financial deci¬ 
sions. 

Scheduled for 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur¬ 
day, the college is hosting its second Fi¬ 
nancial Retreats event, as part of the 
school’s financial literacy initiative. Or¬ 
ganized by the college’s accounting and 
finance program, the event will be host¬ 


ed on the second floor of the Vada Sheid 
Community Development Center. 

The registration fee is $5, but there 
are scholarships available for those who 
cannot afford it. This year’s event theme 
is “Stress-Free Finance,” and it’s open to 
the public. All age groups can attend. 
Call 508-6280 for more information. 

Last year’s event targeted couples. 
That has shifted. Organizers are ex¬ 
panding the one-day seminar this year 
by offering it to both couples and singles. 

Saturday’s event will feature several 
speakers: Kim Lovelace, director for 


Pipeline to Advanced Manufacturing 
Grant; Michele Linehan of First Service 
Bank; financial adviser Donald Montgo¬ 
mery; ASU-Mountain Home business 
instructor Johnny Howard; and Leda 
Thompson and Amanda Herd, both of 
ASU-Mountain Home. 

“If there is inclement weather, we will 
announce the closing on the radio and 
social media,” Howard said. “If that 
should happen, we will announce a new 
date for the event next week.” 

See SEMINAR, Page 5A 



Arkansas State University-Mountain 
Home will host a financial retreat from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m Saturday as part of the 
school’s financial literacy initiative, file 


Baxter Regional 
Medical Center 


Sports 

Norfork bowling teams 
claim runner-up 
honors at state 

Page 2B 


Weather 

High 45° M Low 33° Chance of rain. 

Lake levels 

NORFORK: 545.39 H BULL SHOALS: 652.34 
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